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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”                   Craig Phillips 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 769                     “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
  who writes the law on our hearts, 
  who draws all people together through Jesus. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
  in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Holy God, 

 C we confess that we are caught in cycles of sin and cannot break free.  
  We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak  
  in ways that silence others. We withdraw in despair when our presence  
  could bring healing. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things  
  and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 
 

 P Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, 
  God draws near to us, washes away our wrongs, 

  and restores the promise of life through + Jesus Christ. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive  
  our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through  
  life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who  
  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                        Pew Bible, page 642 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 51:1-4, 9-12                  J. A. Freylinghausen 
 

 Antiphon: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

 
 

 
 
  1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
   in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
  2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
   and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 

  3For I know | my offenses, 
   and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
  4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
   so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. Antiphon 
 

  9Hide your face | from my sins, 
   and blot out | all my wickedness. 
  10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
   and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
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  11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
   and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
  12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
   and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. Antiphon 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   John 12:20-33                                       Spark Story Bible, page 446 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Je-
sus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I 
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a 
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind 
of death he was to die. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 901                             “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” 

 
(8:30) Rite of Welcome 
 

  Introduction of Newcomers 
 

  Signing of the Newcomers with the Cross 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead.  
   It is Christ himself who now strengthens you with  
   this sign of his love. Learn to know and follow him. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, 
   that you may hear the voice of the Lord. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, 
   that you may see the glory of God. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, 
   that you may respond to the word of God. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, 
   that Christ may dwell there by faith. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, 
   that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, 
   that Christ may be known in the work which you do. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, 
   that you may walk in the way of Christ. 
 

  P In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

   + and of the Holy Spirit. 

  a Amen. 
 

 Concluding Prayer 

 
(10:45) Commissioning of Stephen Ministers 
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*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 105. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “A Bridge Called Faith”                                            Fred Gramann 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                 francke 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. 
  Bless these gifts that we have gathered, that all people may know  
  your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger  
  for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. Amen. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “When Love Is Found”                    o waly waly, arr. John Behnke 
 

Ruth Bretheim-Aaseng, flute 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 330                               “Seed That in Earth Is Dying” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
  As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf  
  to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 

 C Amen. 
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*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 803              “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” BWV 642                       J. S. Bach 

 

+   +   + 
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https://www.thrivent.com/
https://www.thrivent.com/
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Palm Sunday 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a   †   Psalm 31:9-16   †   Philippians 2:5-11   †   Mark 14:1—15:47 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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